POST EVERLASTING CEREMONY
Script

The American Legion

William M. Randolph, Post 593

Converse, TX

The diagram at the end of this script illustrates the proper position of flags and tables or stands which are used by the officers who take part in this ceremony.  This equipment (with the exception of the tripod, with brazier and stacked rifles, which are Posted during the ceremony) should be put in place before the meeting opens.

Commander:  Ladies and Gentlemen, our ceremony will begin in a few moments.  Please turn off your cell phones or set them to vibrate.  Thank you.

We will now begin our Post Everlasting ceremony.  It is my sad duty to report that the following Comrades have been called from our midst, and have gone to report to the Great Commander of all.  We are here tonight to conduct the Post Everlasting Ceremony for the following Comrades:
 

1. Frank G. Beaudoin Jr.

2. Robert Boyd

3. Richard G. Bray

4. Ronnie G. Deen

5. Edward J. De Vries

6. Robert (Ross) Dewberry

7. Martin S. Frank

8. John A. Giard Sr.

9. Jean Kincaid

10. Larry D. McKinney

11. Craig A. Miller

12. John Pattee

13. Paul L. Thomas 

(Hesitate momentarily.)

Commander:  “Sergeant-at-Arms, allow no one to enter or leave this room until the conclusion of this ceremony.  All present will remain silent and will refrain from smoking until the conclusion of this ceremony.”

MUSIC – “Tears in Heaven” by Eric Clapton, sung by Billy Feehan
Commander:  “Sergeant-at-Arms, is everything properly arranged for our Post Everlasting Ceremony?”  (Sergeant-at-Arms salutes and gives necessary commands to three (3) Rifle bearers and Comrade with brazier.  Commander returns salute.)

Sergeant-at-Arms:  “The Equipment is properly arranged, Comrade Commander.”

Commander:  “Sergeant-at-Arms, take your assigned post.”

(Hesitate momentarily)

Commander:  “This moment is sacred with the almost visible presence of the ones who have gone before.

“We come to honor the memory of those who offered their lives in the service of country and who have now enrolled in that Great Spirit Army, whose footfalls cause no sound, but in the memory of mankind, their souls go marching on, sustained by the pride of service in time of war.
“Because of them our lives are free; because of them our nation lives; because of them the world is blessed.

“May this service deepen our reverence for our departed comrades.”

(Hesitate momentarily)

Commander:  “The Adjutant will place an American Legion cap on the rifles in remembrance of our fellow Comrades’ service to our Country in the military of the United States.”

(Adjutant places cap on top of stacked rifles and returns.)
MUSIC – “If Tomorrow Never Comes” by Garth Brooks, sung by Bill Feehan.
 (Commander gives three raps of gavel.)

Commander:  “Please stand.  Sergeant-at-Arms, lights out.”

Commander:  “Our Comrade Chaplain will offer prayer.”

Chaplain:  “Our Heavenly Father in His infinite wisdom has transferred Comrades
1. Frank G. Beaudoin Jr.

2. Robert Boyd

3. Richard G. Bray

4. Ronnie G. Deen

5. Edward J. De Vries

6. Robert (Ross) Dewberry

7. Martin S. Frank

8. John A. Giard Sr.

9. Jean Kincaid

10. Larry D. McKinney

11. Craig A. Miller

12. John Pattee

13. Paul L. Thomas 

 ............... to the jurisdiction of the Post Everlasting of The American Legion.  We give thanks to God for these men.  Their lives were dear to us; their names are precious in our memories.  Their lives, their brave acts, their innocence and their courage touch our hearts. We remember them in this moment and honor and give thanks for their presence on earth.  May their souls rest in Peace.  Amen.”

Commander:  “Comrade Adjutant, enter the name of these Comrades in the record of members of William M. Randolph, Post 593 who have transferred to the Post Everlasting.”

(Adjutant enters name in book provided for this purpose; Commander waits until Adjutant stands up.  Rap gavel once.)

Commander:  “Please be seated.  Comrade Adjutant, hand me the letters containing the Service and Legion records of our dearly departed Comrades which we will transmit to the Post Everlasting of The American Legion.”
(Commander then reads letter)

(When Commander is finished, play MUSIC) – “Amazing Grace” sung by Billy Feehan.
(After song, Commander raps gavel 3 times.)

Commander:  “Please stand.  Comrade Chaplain, transmit this letter containing the Service and Legion records of our dearly departed Comrades to the Adjutant of the Post Everlasting.”

(Commander hands letter to the Chaplain who places it in brazier; record is then burned.)

Commander:  “Sound Taps in memory of our fellow Comrades and in memory of all the comrades of the Post Everlasting of The American Legion.”

MUSIC: Taps
Commander:  “Sergeant-at-Arms, turn on the lights.”

(One rap of gavel seats membership)

Commander:  “Please be seated.  Comrade Adjutant, remove the hat.”

Commander:  “Sergeant-at-Arms, remove the brazier and rifles.”

This concludes our ceremony.  Please stay for some refreshments which will be served in the club room.  Thank you for attending our ceremony.

(A Post Everlasting Citation No. 75228 is available through National Emblem Sales.  This thoughtful citation will provide the next of kin with a permanent service record and a tribute to our dearly departed comrade.)
Service and Legion records should contain name in full; date of birth; date of enlistment; branch; rank; etc. theatre of war in which comrade served; battles (if any); date discharged; date joined The American Legion; Legion activities entered into (if any); Legion offices held (if any); date of death.

NOTE:  Add or delete as situation requires and as circumstances dictate.
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